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1/lIsrael
Coalition Takes Shape

Israel’s Labor Party has agreed tojoin a
Cabinet led by Prime Minister-designate
Benjamin MNe l.m-_. ahi, giving him enough
suppartin the 2o
seat [sraeli Knesset
10 form a viahle

The deviziom by the
center-left Labor
Party's leader, Ehud Barak, to unite with
the largely right- wing coalition has caused
lension among the party’s members,
many of whom oppose Netanyahiu's
stance against peace negotiations with
the Falestinians and have threatened to
break away. Teipi Livni's centrist Kadima
Party, which in fact won the most votesin
February’s padiamentary elections, has
refused bojoin the coalition over similar
policy dilferences.
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2| Beijing
Replacing the
Dollar?

In a slgn of growing
concem over tho
U.5, economy,

the head of

China's central
bank proposed
implomenting a new
CLITEMCY Fasarve
systom thot could
BRsE hi Counins
meliance an the
dollar. Exports say
tha maove underines
Chima’s dasin to
takie o leadership
rale In the glebal
PoSpENS0 Lo T
financial crisis.
St few analysts
expect the dollar to
b replneed by what
Zhou Nisoehuan
called mnow
“BUPSFEMBFBIEN
eSS Currenoy”
in the foresecenbho
future, Chinm,
which holds nearly
52 trillion in foreign-

| exchonpge resares,

Is the U.5.'s Inrgest
crosdetor,
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CEC Edusard Liddy appeared before a Fouse
comprittes on March 18 toadisceess AN bomnses

3 |New York City

Emng In nml Giving Back

Some of the AlG executives under fire for
taking fat bonuses have agreed to return
the money. The insurance giant, which
has received s18o billion in bailout funds,
was obligated to pay out 5165 millionin
bonusesas part of employees” coniracts—
prompting outrage from the public andin
Congress. Inall, more than 50 millionin
bonus money has been returned.

T-':u.lnwrd.'- u_i".':m Lankans e r.lrsq-:m.'ﬂr
caritephit betvieert qovermment aind rebed forces

4| SriLanka
War Traps Civilians

Az the island nation’s military battles to
crushadecades old rebellion by the Tamil
Tigers, civilians have become increasingly
endangered. The LN, recently reported
that more than 150,000 people are trapped
in the northeast region and are being
denied aid, though Sri Lankan officials
zay the estimate is inflated.
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2008 by the 25 highest: 3 : I / rate in February after the country
BILLION paid hedge-fund managers O raplaced (ts currency with the dollar
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Tibet Tussle

The Sowth African
Fovermment hannes
the Dalai Lama

from attending

& Mareh 27
Johannesburg pesce
conference, citing
the splritual losder's
tense relaticns with

| Chinn but denying

it was prossured
by Beijing.

MNobel lsureaiss
Archbishop
Darmnond Tulia
and FW. de Klerk
protested by
pulling ewt of the
ayEnt, § walk-up
to the 2010 World
Cup, Qrgnnlzors

subsaguantly
canceled tha

| conferonoe.

6| Prague

Government
Unseated

Midway theough tha

| Czoch Republic's

six-menih E.L.

| prasidency, Prima

Ministoer Minch
Topolanak's
coalition lost o
parifamantary no-
confidence yvoto,
becoming the
fourth Eusropean

| povemnment to

fall this yoar.
Topalanok will
heeod a caretaker
coalition until &
miw one s formed,
but his capacity
to holp bead tho
2T-membsr blos in
a time of crisis s
Im douht,
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7 | India
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9 | California
Medical Marijuana Fight: Up in Smoke?
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EPEOPLE'S CAR Titta Motors, India'’s largest audtomaker; somvenled the 52,000 Naro, the workds
-rll.'qr;:'c‘.:f car, on Marek 23. The 23 |'1.p. {25 Jl'-.'la{,l Narma ains o make auionotioe rr:.rlr'.'p.;:lrr.;n.hln
afforatalite it o conratry where a car i5 bepond most people’s leidagets. Wikle enairpsmmentalists iwarry
Bt the impact q_'irJ:'I.ifl'ilil:'li of mewwr ears on Tndien vods, Tela angiies Nanos could actually clear the
i by replacing exhaust-belching molorbikes. The car (s expected fo It Indian streets by Julp

L5 Attorney General Eric Holder indicated on March 138 that he
would not prosecute sellers of medical marijuana where it is legal
under state law, reversing the Bush Administration’s zero-tolerance
policy. A federal judge in Los Angeles has already postponed the
sentencing of a convicted marijuana-dispensary operator, asking
the Justice Department to furtherclarify its stance,
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10| New Mexico
An End to the Death Penalty

| Governor Bill Richardson, ina lastminle

Cour, Alwei Prales

action he called “the most difficult
decision in my political life,” signed a bill
making Mew Mexico the 1sth state to ban
capital punishment since the U5 Supreme
Court reinstated itin mo76 (New Mexico
has executed only ome person since then.)
Richardson said he was prompied (o
endorse the ban after visiting the state’s
death chamber and reviewing death-row
exonerations, In 2008, 37 people were
executed in the LLS.—the most in the
world, after China, Iran and Saudi Arabia,
according to Amnesty International.
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B Siates where tho death penalty s Slogal
States where the death penalty is bagal

B Top five death-penalty stales, sccounting for
5% of all US. expcutions since 1976

States with the death penalty on the books
bt no executions since 1976
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Forget Cancun—how about California?
Cnline travel agency Expedia.com
reported o 20% drop in Aights from the
LLS. to the Carlbbean from this time [nst
yoar for some airlines—asign that more
college students are staying Stateside
(and saving money) during spring
break. That's good news for Orlando,
Fla.; Los Angeles; and Mew York City,
which have seen 2 25% jump in trips
thisvear,

Mumibser of LLS, breast-augmentation surgerkas
parfoamed n 2008 —sumpassing the namber of
liposuctions dor the first time in 12 years
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