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Re: Charles C. Lynch’s Federal medical Cannabis case 
 

Attached is a press kit with a significant amount of information about the Charles C. Lynch case. As you 

can see, he is caught in the middle of the federal government’s war on medical cannabis and state’s 

rights. Under state law he was legal. Due to federal mandatory minimums and sentencing guidelines he 

faces up to 100 years in federal prison. And he needs your help. 

If you had a chance to meet Charlie, you would see he’s no criminal and he doesn’t deserve to spend any 

time behind bars.  He’s going bankrupt and losing the home which he has had for years before starting 

his own medical marijuana dispensary. Many friends have abandoned him because they fear the 

government (rightfully so).  

His life has been ruined, not by medical marijuana, but by the laws that are meant to protect people.  

The laws are said to protect people from marijuana but who will protect the people from the laws? 

Charlie’s case is a perfect example of a bad law gone severely wrong. 

It has been estimated that the federal government has spent hundreds of thousands of (if not over a 

million) dollars on prosecuting this non-violent man.  That doesn’t include the amount of California tax-

payers’ money spent by the San Luis Obispo County Sheriff, Patrick Hedges, on investigating Charlie’s 

dispensary for nearly a year. Within that year, the Sheriff didn’t find any evidence to get a state search 

warrant against Charlie. He has never faced State charges. 

We will have a peaceful demonstration in Charlie’s honor Monday Feb. 23 at Noon on the Main St side 

of the LA Federal courthouse. He needs your help.  Please stand up for him.  Please protect him and the 

law Californian’s voted on in 1996.  Within this press kit are the facts of this case, you will see he’s a 

victim of the Federal government’s cruel injustices and the state’s misconduct and negligence.    

Sincerely, 

 

Cheryl Aichele 
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Brief Bio 

Charles C. Lynch is the former owner and managing Caregiver for Central Coast Compassionate 
Caregivers in Morro Bay.  

The dispensary opened on April 1, 2006 with the blessing of the city and even joined the 
Chamber of Commerce.  In July 2006 the dispensary was granted a Conditional Use Permit from 
the City of Morro Bay to include a Medical Cannabis Nursery at the dispensary.  

The Dispensary operated for almost one year without any major problems or complaints to the 
owner. On March 29, 2007 the Local Sheriff and Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) 
agents raided the dispensary and home of Charles Lynch.  

Lynch was not arrested at the time and reopened the dispensary on April 7, 2007 with the 
blessing of the City of Morro Bay. A week after reopening the dispensary the DEA called the 
Landlord to threaten him with forfeiture of his property unless he evicted the dispensary from the 
building.  On May 16, 2007 the dispensary closed permanently. 

On July 17, 2007 Lynch was arrested at his home and charged with federal charges for marijuana 
distribution.  

On August 5, 2008 Lynch was convicted in Federal Court for operating the Central Coast 
Compassionate Caregivers. On January 5, 2009 Judge Wu denied Lynch even though new 
evidence had been submitted to disprove the “conspiracy” charge.  

On February 23, 2009 Charles will be sentenced in Federal Court and faces up to 100 years in 
federal prison. He will most likely appeal the conviction and sentencing. Charles is currently out 
on a $400,000 bail posted by his loving and trusting family. 

A Rally of support for Charles Lynch and other patients and providers will occur on the Main 
Street side of the Federal Court house at 312 N. Spring St on Monday Feb 23 at Noon.  
Supporters and media are encouraged to attend.  
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Frequently Asked Questions 

What are donations used for?  
Charles C. Lynch has been diligently seeking employment for the past year, but with the Federal 
Government hanging over his head it has been difficult to find full time employment. He has been 
working from his home doing part time website development but still is bankrupt and losing his home of 
six years. Your donation will assist Charles in his everyday cost of living expenses. 

Is Charles currently employed?  
Charles is actively seeking employment and has found web site development work which he does from 
his home in California. 

Is Charles in jail? 
No. Charles is currently out on a $400,000 bond placed by his loving family and is at his home in 
California awaiting his sentencing. 

Who is Charles' lawyer? 
Charles has been assigned a Federal Public Defender.  

Was Charles selling to children and minors? 
The dispensary had rules and regulations regarding age as issued by the city of Morro Bay. The city told 
Charles that nobody under 18 years of age unless accompanied by a parent was allowed in the dispensary. 
Under Federal Law anybody under the age of 21 is considered a minor. The Federal Government used 
this law as a propaganda tool to make it look and sound like Charles was selling to children.  

I've heard Charles made a 2 million dollar profit, is this true? 
This is not true. Charles earned reasonable compensation for his work as allowed by California State Law. 
He was working 6-7 days a week 10-12 hours per day. The Federal Government and the Sheriff's 
department used the gr oss proceeds of the business for 1 year operation without accounting for the cost of 
doing business such as the cost of goods, employees, rent and a wide variety of other expenses related to 
operating the business. Charles currently has over $200,000 worth of debt and never even recaptured the 
cost of starting up the business. The business even ran a normal payroll using Quicken Payroll Services 
which withdrew State, Federal and all other taxes as required by law. 

So Charles had a business License that allowed him to distribute Medical Marijuana? 
Yes. Charles obtained a business license [attached] from the City of Morro Bay which stated "Medical 
Marijuana Dispensary" as the business type.  

I heard Charles was growing massive amounts of Marijuana that he sold for huge profits. Is this 
true? 
No. Charles had obtained a Medical Cannabis Nursery Permit [attached] from the City of Morro Bay 
which allowed him to provide plants to his patients. Also California State Laws allow Caregivers to 
cultivate 6 mature or 12 immature plants per patient. Charles only provided clones to his patients and 
never was a grower himself and never made a cent profit from growing marijuana himself.  

So Charles called the DEA before he opened his dispensary? 
Yes. Charles called the DEA before opening his dispensary. He asked about opening a dispensary and 
was told by an agent tha t "It  is up to the Cities and Counties to decide how to handle the matter". Since it  
didn't seem like a big deal to the agent at the time Lynch did not get the name of the male agent he talked 
to. 
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Comments of Support from Morro Bay Mayor 

 

"Heartbreaking. Tragic. Unbelievably sad."  
Janice P. 

Mayor of Morro Bay 
 
"...I'm just sorry you are the person caught between federal and state law when I 've always 
believed your true motives were reflected by the name of your business."  

Janice P. 
Mayor of Morro Bay 

 
 

Letter of Support from Army Sergeant 
 

"Hello Charlie, my name is Sgt. Zachary Stotz and I am currently serving in Afghanistan as an 

Infantry Team Leader. I am sorry to hear about your case and I think it is just stupid what the 

federal government is doing to you. This is just another reason why I am getting out of the 

military in a couple of years when my contract is up. I can't stand watching the federal 
government walk all over the rights of the states laws and a citizen’s rights. I feel I am fighting 

the wrong war right now, and need to be fighting politically for so many rights that we are losing 

every day by the big government that is in place right now. I wish you well, and hope you win 

your case. Me and the guys of HSC, 101 DSTB, 101 Airborne Division are pulling for you. " 

Zachary S. 
101 Airborne Division 

 
 

Letter of Support from Valerie Corral 
 

"We send our loving hope for our freedom. Sorry to hear that the court is ignoring the evidence. 
Our thoughts are with you..." 

Val 
WAMM 

[WAMM is a nonprofit that offers free cannabis to qualified patients in Santa Cruz] 
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A Letter from a Juror who Convicted Charles C. Lynch 

Honorable Judge Wu, 

May I respectfully suggest that a five-year sentence for Mr. Charles Lynch is too harsh. It was ironic to 

arrive every day at the main entrance of the Superior Court to serve on the jury of Mr. Lynch’s case and 

pass a large stone sculpture into which was carved: 

NO LAW IS STRONGER THAN THE PUBLIC SENTIMENT   

OF THE PLACE WHERE IT IS TO BE ENFORCED. 

To any thinking person, it was clear from the evidence that Mr. Lynch impeccably followed the 

letter and sentiment of the California State law.  He ran an orderly, clean, healthful, humble, service 

organization and kept meticulous records.  It was clear that he hid nothing.  It was clear he made an effort 

to assure himself (erroneously as it turned out) that the California law was as strong as the Federal law. 

A lot of evidence was presented to suggest that Mr. Lynch was a drug dealer interested in large 

profits.  This evidence took a long time and was either not relevant or not convincing. 

Since the Supreme Court ruled that the Federal law takes precedence over the State law I had to 

find Mr. Lynch guilty of breaking the Federal law.  Mr. Lynch is in the impossible position of being 

caught between two valid contradictory laws.  Common sense was abandoned.  Justice is questionable at 

best.  To compound this lack of justice with further punishment is untenable.  

Sincerely, 

M. Costello  

 

Charles C. Lynch Press Kit Letter from a juror page 8 / 56



Dear Judge Wu, 
    I am writing on behalf of Charles C. Lynch. My name is Irvin Rosenfeld and I am the 
longest surviving federal medical Cannabis patient in the United States. As one of the 
four federal Cannabis patients that are left, I have been receiving 10-12 Cannabis 
cigarettes per day for over twenty-six years. My “Compassionate Care Protocol” started 
on November 20, 1982. I receive my medical Cannabis for my bone tumor disorders 
called Multiple Congenital Cartilaginous Exostosis and a variant of the syndrome Pseudo 
Pseudo Hypoparathyroidism, which means I have over 200 bone tumors throughout my 
body on mostly the long bones that can grow at anytime and I can grow new ones at 
anytime. Even though I was told at age 10 I might not outlive my teenage years, because 
of medical Cannabis, I am still doing well at age 55. 
    I do not know Charles C. Lynch nor have I ever even talked to him. The reason for my 
concern is simple: A person might go to jail for a substance that is supplied to me on a 
daily basis paid for by taxpayers’ money…which you help pay for and I want to thank 
you. I don’t see how society is bettered by locking up a person for trying to help sick 
patients.  
    I know our full society has not embraced medical Cannabis as a medicine; however 14 
states have passed medical Cannabis laws. Even though the federal government has been 
supplying me my medicine for over 26 years, they have not wanted to know why I am 
doing so well. That’s sad, for I am living proof on how well it works. It’s also sad “Your 
Honor,” that you are put in a position to maybe have to sentence a person to prison 
because certain lobby organizations want to keep medical Cannabis illegal for their 
benefit.  
    If you “google” me, you will find over 35 pages on me showing how I have tried to 
educate the masses and tried to help sick patients. I know we have a “War on Drugs,”… 
just don’t the fight the “War” on sick people. I can be contacted at 8500 NW 51st. Street   
Lauderhill, Florida 33351  cell 954-536-9011  email 
irosenfeld@newbridgesecurities.com     
     Thank you for your time, 
                                Irvin Rosenfeld        
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Letter of Support from Bodine Jones, Charlie’s Mom 

 
Dear Judge Wu,  

 
I am writing you on behalf of my son Charles C. Lynch, former owner-operator Central Coast 
Compassionate Caregivers, a medical marijuana dispensary in Morro Bay California. My heart is so full of 

sadness that I find it difficult to write this letter; however it is important to me that I continue the fight 
for justice in the matter of my son Charles. 

 
 On November 1, 2008, my youngest son Pat was taken home to be with his maker.  He suffered from 
juvenile diabetes for thirty years, yet fought his battle with a zest for life, and a true and dedicated love 

for his family.  We are a good family, honest, hardworking and proud.  Pat considered his brother Charlie 
a hero, a man of courage, much as he himself was.  He felt that Charlie had taken a stand for what he 

believed in, he believed that Charlie was representative of the many medical marijuana patients that 
relied on him for relief from their suffering.  And Pat himself knew what suffering was.  His battle with 

diabetes and ultimately colon cancer in July of this year was truly courageous.  His passing, along with 
the arrest and conviction of his brother Charles, has been devastating to our family and many friends 
and relatives. 

 
I myself am sixty nine years old and rely heavily on the emotional and financial support of my remaining 

children, Tom, Charles, and Amanda. All responsible and productive citizens of these great United States 
of America.  I truly  cannot imagine the loss of another son to years in prison.  My fight to remain strong 

is, is to say the least, difficult.  As a mother, the loss of a child is devastating, the loss of another child to 
the federal government, due to conflicting laws between the federal and state government seems more 
than I can bear. I raised my children, first and most important, with love, they were taught to respect 

the laws of the land, to be honest and hardworking, they responded to these teachings and are 
productive and responsible citizens.  I accept that God has decided to take my son Pat from me, but can 

I accept the loss of another son to the federal government?  I'm not sure. At the age of sixty nine, and 
with the emotional distress I am feeling, it will be difficult.  I am not a person to beg, as being strong was 

part of the teachings as I raised my children, but I beg of you to consider leniency in the sentencing of 
my son Charles.  He is a good and honest son.  His sentencing weighs heavily on the lives of his family 
and many friends and supporters.  I implore you, as a mother who loves her family, and who loves the 

freedom guaranteed by the constitution of this great land, to address these issues and to allow my son, 
Charles C. Lynch to remain free. 
 

With respect I remain 
Bodine Jones 

Proud and Loving Mother of Charles C. Lynch and his loving family, Thomas A Lynch, Amanda Garcia, and 
In Memoriam, James Patrick Lynch. 
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Contact: Reuven Cohen                                                                                                 

Cel: (805) 801-0380 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

 
JUDGE DENIES MEDICAL MARIJUANA MOTION FOR A NEW TRIAL DESPITE NEW EVIDENCE 

Lynch Sentenced Feb 23 

 

Los Angeles – Monday January 12, 2009. Federal Judge George H. Wu denies former medical marijuana 

provider Charles C. Lynch’s request for a new trial even though new evidence has been submitted. A jury 

found Lynch guilty of five cannabis-only felonies on August 5, 2008 for violating federal drug laws even 

though Lynch’s dispensary, Central Coast Compassionate Caregivers (CCCC), provided medical marijuana 

legal within California law.  

The only violation of state law presented in federal court was that of a CCCC security guard, Abe Baxter, 

who allegedly sold marijuana to a paid-criminal informant with undercover San Luis Obispo (SLO) County 
sheriff’s deputy, Nick A. Fontecchio, present in a Big 5 parking lot, at least 12 miles away from CCCC.  

 
“Charles C. Lynch had no knowledge of, and in no way authorized, condoned or  participated in any way 

in the cannabis transaction alleged against me…The conspiracy allegations against Mr. Lynch are false.” 
Baxter states in a declaration to Judge Wu.  
 

Even with this new assertion, the Judge denied Lynch a new trial on January 5, 2009. Judge Wu 
scheduled Lynch for sentencing on Monday February 23 at 8:30 am. Lynch faces up to 100 years in 

federal prison even though he followed all his “Medical Marijuana Dispensary” business license 
requirements, city regulations, county restrictions and state law.  
 

SLO County Sheriff, Pat Hedges, had his narcotics deputies investigate Lynch, his employees, his patients 

and his dispensary. For eleven months, Sheriff’s deputies staked out the location taking photos, video, 

writing down license plate numbers, following patients and employees, and even pulling over 

employees after leaving the location.  

Sheriff Deputies also used paid criminal informants to go undercover to attempt to get evidence of 

Lynch breaking the law.  One paid criminal informant was even allowed to keep his personal stash of 
marijuana after Sheriff Deputy Nicholas A. Fontecchio found 2 joints in his pocket before going 

undercover.  
 

On Sept 12, 2005, Lynch called four separate Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) phone numbers to 

inquire about opening a medical marijuana dispensary in California. The final DEA agent told Lynch “It’s 

up to the cities and county to decide how to handle the [medical marijuana dispensary] matter.”  

Lynch relied on that advice and began working with city and county officials in preparation of opening 

the only medical marijuana dispensary in SLO County.  Lynch gave dispensary tours to local 

representatives to demonstrate the safety procedures he had created to assure medical marijuana was 

not diverted while providing safe access to qualified patients.  

The Morro Bay Police had a good standing with the dispensary and often had friendly visits to the 

location. The Mayor, Janice Peters, had personally given her business card to all CCCC’s surrounding 
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Contact: Reuven Cohen                                                                                                 

Cel: (805) 801-0380 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

 

DIRTY SHERIFF? 
Citizen Complaint against Sheriff Hedges Demands Investigation into Misconduct 

January 19, 2009 – San Luis Obispo, CA. Sheriff Patrick Hedges’ involvement in the Charles C. Lynch medical 

marijuana case sparks a citizen complaint regarding possible misconduct. Lynch, the former operator of the 

Morro Bay medical marijuana dispensary, Central Coast Compassionate Caregivers (CCCC), faces up to 100 

years in federal prison. Federal Judge George H. Wu scheduled Lynch’s Sentencing for Monday February 23, 

2009 at 8:30 a.m. 

The complaint alleges Hedges wasted untold amounts of California tax-payers’ money, beginning in March 

2006 to present, to subvert California State law in favor of his own political agenda.  Stacey Warde, publisher 

of the Rogue Voice, urges oversight by citizens and the press.  

"There's no question in my mind that the sheriff overstepped his authority,” says Warde, “that requires 
careful monitoring by the media and the public."  
 
San Luis Obispo County Sheriff Hedges purportedly authorized his narcotic deputies to investigate Lynch, his 

employees, his patients and the medical cannabis location for nearly a year.  

Deputies took still photos, video footage, followed individuals, wrote down license plate numbers, went 

undercover with doctors’ recommendation to use medical marijuana, and eventually raided, arrested and 

testified against Lynch. They also took patients’ private records which were made into public record during 

the federal trial. All of this was done on California tax-payers’ dime.  

After nearly a year of investigations the Sheriff did not get a state search warrant for Lynch because the 

department did not have enough evidence to convince a local judge of any wrong doing by Lynch. So Hedges 

called the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) in to raid Lynch’s home and dispensary on March 29, 

2007.  

Both law-enforcement groups dressed in masks, shields, bullet proof vest and automatic weapons violently 

used paramilitary-style tactics against unarmed medical marijuana patients. They forced Lynch to the ground 

naked at his home and terrorized his employees at his dispensary.  

On Sept 12, 2005, Lynch called the DEA before opening his dispensary. The DEA agent told Lynch, “It’s up to 

the city and county to decide how to handle that [medical marijuana dispensary] matter.” So Lynch worked 

closely with city and county officials. 

The jury selection process in Lynch’s trial took longer than expected. Even though five deputies drove from 

SLO to Los Angeles, their testimony got delayed by a day. According to Cheryl Aichele, a medical marijuana 

patient who observed most of Lynch’s trial, the sheriff deputies showed utter disregard for the resources 

they wasted in their participation in this matter.  

“‘We’re getting paid to be here anyway’ was their response.” says Aichele, “That flagrant comment seemed 
to be indicative of their attitude towards squandering the people’s money throughout Charlie’s whole legal 
situation.” 
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patient who observed most of Lynch’s trial, the sheriff deputies showed utter disregard for the resources 

they wasted in their participation in this matter.  

“‘We’re getting paid to be here anyway’ was their response.” says Aichele, “That flagrant comment seemed 
to be indicative of their attitude towards squandering the people’s money throughout Charlie’s whole legal 
situation.” 
 
Aichele’s Citizen’s Complaint asserts the sheriff’s department used paid-criminal informants to go undercover 

to attempt to get evidence of Lynch’s wrong doing.  SLO County Sheriff Deputy Nick A. Fontecchio gave an 

anonymous snitch his marijuana back after an undercover operation even though they were investigating 

marijuana violations.  

Lynch’s other patients, who later wanted their confiscated medical marijuana back, would have to pay 

lawyers and get a judge’s order to get their medicine back from the Sheriff’s office after the raid instigated 

against Lynch. 

Bodine Jones, Lynch’s mother, contacted California State Attorney General Jerry Brown to ask for an 

investigation into Hedges and his involvement in this grotesque miscarriage of justice. Brown’s office told 

Jones an investigation would have to start on the local level. 

Warde contacted the SLO County Supervisors. They indicated that they did not have any jurisdiction or 

regulatory powers over the sheriff. Their only role is to vote on the sheriff’s department’s budget. Warde also 

made a freedom-of-information request for an account of the resources wasted during this investigation. The 

sheriff’s department denied his request because the department considers the Lynch case as ongoing. 

Concerned citizen interested in an investigation should file their own complaints via the sheriff’s website: 

www.slosheriff.org. The sheriff’s department has to keep these complaints on file for five years and the law 

requires them to look into all complaints in good faith.  

The Sheriff’s job is an elected position which makes him accountable to the voters.  Citizens also have the 

ability to recall the sheriff if they feel his conduct warrants such actions. 

Friends of Charles C. Lynch will demonstrate against the injustice of federal medical marijuana laws in 

California cases at noon on Monday February 23, 2009 on the Main Street side of the Federal Courthouse at 

312 N. Spring Street, Los Angeles.  

Lynch’s case gained national attention after Reason foundation’s the Drew Carey’s Project created a 
Reason.tv episode featuring Lynch and Owen Beck, a former seventeen year old student athlete who had his 
leg amputated to keep his bone cancer from spreading.  
 
Al Roker interviewed Lynch for a MSNBC showed called “An Hour on Marijuana” scheduled to air in the 

coming weeks.  In addition, John Stossel from ABC’s 20/20 for an episode called “Bullsh*t in America” 

scheduled to air Feb 9th or 16th at 10pm eastern standard time. 

### 
 
If you would like more information about this case, or to schedule an interview with Charles C. Lynch or 
others, please call Reuven Cohen at (805) 801-0380. 
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Contact: Reuven Cohen                                                                                                 

Cel: (805) 801-0380 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

 
WILL OBAMA BRING CHANGE TO MEDICAL CANNABIS? 

The DEA Raids yet another Medical Cannabis Dispensary but This Time under Obama 

 

Los Angeles – January 23, 2009. Thursday the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) raided a South 

Lake Tahoe medical cannabis dispensary, the first DEA raid since President Obama took office Tuesday. 

Bush appointed leaders still run the DEA and Department of Justice while Obama’s transition solidifies.  

Under the Bush Administration, in the last two years, the DEA has raided over 100 medical marijuana 

locations.  Charles C. Lynch knows exactly what it is like to be in the DEA’s cross hairs. The DEA along 

with the San Luis Obispo (SLO) County Sheriff’s department raided Lynch’s home and medical marijuana 

dispensary on March 29, 2007.  

They wear full riot gear: masks, helmets, shields, bullet-proof vests, and automatic weapons.  At home, 

Lynch was unarmed and naked. They forced him to the ground and pointed their guns at his head. At the 

dispensary, they terrorized medical cannabis patients. They did not arrest Lynch that day. 

The DEA and SLO County Sheriff returned four months later, on July 17, 2007 in the same paramilitary-

style fashion to arrest Lynch. He was found guilty of 5 cannabis-only federal felonies on August 5, 2008. 

He faces up to 100 years in federal prison, despite the fact that he followed all his “Medical Marijuana 

Dispensary” license requirements, city regulations, county restrictions and State laws.  

California has not charged Lynch with any state charges. Federal court experts estimate that over one 

million federal tax-payer dollars has been spent on Lynch’s federal prosecution. Lynch has no history of 

crime or violence.  

President Obama during his Presidential campaign promised to end the federal raids on medical 

cannabis patients. "I would not have the Justice Department prosecuting and raiding medical marijuana 

users," Senator Obama said in an August 2007 statement. "It's not a good use of our resources," he 

continued. President Bush made similar claims during his Presidential campaign but broke his promise.  

Medical cannabis supporters flooded the White House with calls, emails and online form comments 

Friday as a result of the DEA raids on Thursday. White House volunteers taking phone calls at the 
comment line said they received many calls back-to-back about the raids. They encouraged supporters 

to also use the email options because wait times exceed thirty minutes to an hour at one point.  
 
"Keep the calls coming in,” said a White House volunteer, “there's a lot of support for you guys". 

 
This is not the first time medical cannabis supporters have called upon Washington DC to look into the 

actions of the DEA. After receiving overwhelming support, the House Judiciary Committee Chair, John  
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Conyers Jr. has inquired into the DEA’s activities in medical cannabis. The DEA’s response back to 

Conyers was slow and ultimately misleading and incomplete. 
 

The DEA claims they spent $346.14 for direct operational expenditures on Lynch’s raid, arrest and 
investigation not including the salaries for dozens of special agents, the money spent by local law 
enforcements or all of the activities associated with this investigation. That amounts does not include 

the time Special Agent Rachel Burkdohl gets paid to be at each and every court appearance for this case.  
 

Agent Burkdohl testified in Lynch’s trial that she was the most experienced DEA with medical marijuana 
raids. However, she also testified that she did not know how to count marijuana plants despite the fact 
that she was the one in charge of counting all the plants Lynch had for his patients to grow their own 

medical cannabis.    
 

Medical cannabis supporters are hopeful that the House Judiciary Committee will move forward with 
oversight hearings into the DEA’s intimidation and interference in medical cannabis in states that have 

approved it.  
 
These medical cannabis supporters have tapped into Obama’s online forums to voice their concerns. In 

Change.gov’s first “Open Question” a cannabis question was the highest rated. The transition team 
answered that question with one sentence. “President-elect Obama is not in favor of the legalization of 

marijuana”. 
 

These supporters also voted a medical cannabis category to #3 three in the Citizen Briefing Book section 
on change.gov. The top ideas on the Obama transition team's website will go into a Citizens' Briefing 
Book and delivered to the new President. Americans for Safe Access (ASA)’s Phil Mocek of Seattle write 

the idea which suggested ending federal interference in states with medical cannabis laws. 
 

Federal medical cannabis relief cannot come too soon for Lynch and hundreds of others facing federal 
prosecution, sitting in federal prisons or being raiding by the DEA. Both the Morro Bay Mayor, Janice 

Peters, and City Attorney, Rob Schultz, testified to Lynch’s law-abiding nature with both confirming they 
never received one complaint against Lynch, his employees, patients or his location. 
 
Lynch’s case gained national attention after Reason foundation’s the Drew Carey’s Project created a 
Reason.tv episode featuring Lynch and Owen Beck, a former seventeen year old student athlete who had his 
leg amputated to keep his bone cancer from spreading.  Beck’s parents accompanied him on all his visits to 
Lynch’s medical cannabis dispensary as his business license requirements stated for minors.  
 
Al Roker interviewed Lynch for a MSNBC showed called “An Hour on Marijuana” scheduled to air in the 

coming weeks.  In addition, John Stossel from ABC’s 20/20 interview Lynch and his Federal Public Defenders 

for an episode called “Bullsh*t in America” scheduled to air Feb 9th or 16th at 10pm eastern standard time.  

Lynch is scheduled to be sentenced Monday February 23, 2009 at 8:30 a.m. Friends of Charles C. Lynch 

will demonstrate against the injustice of federal medical marijuana laws in California cases at noon on 

the Main Street side of the Federal Courthouse at 312 N. Spring Street Downtown Los Angeles. 

### 
 

If you would like more information about this case, or to schedule an interview with Charles C. Lynch or 
others, please call Reuven Cohen at (805) 801-0380. 
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Contact: Reuven Cohen                                                                                                 
Cel: (805) 801-0380 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
 

UNDERSHERIFF REQUESTS MORE INFO IN CITIZEN COMPLAINT AGAINST SHERIFF 
Medical marijuana patient sends a revised complaint  

 
Los Angeles – February 2, 2009. Undersheriff Steve Bolts sent a letter to concerned citizen 
requesting clarification regarding a citizen’s complaint against Sheriff Patrick Hedges on January 26, 
2009. The original complaint asked for a thorough investigation into Hedges’ and the San Luis 
Obispo County Sheriff’s Department’s involvement in the matter of Charles C. Lynch, former Morro 
Bay medical marijuana dispenser.  
 
Cheryl Aichele filed an official complaint against Hedges on January 20, 2009, the day President 
Barrack Obama took office.  Aichele’s original complaint accuses Hedges of violating California 
state law, wasting California taxpayer’s money, acting unprofessional, and causing Lynch and his 
family financial and emotional despair. In his letter, Bolts indicated it was unclear to Hedges or 
himself which specific actions Aichele referred to in her original complaint.  
 
Also included with Bolt’s letter was a copy of Aichele’s original complaint and California Attorney 
General’s Medical Marijuana Guidelines for Law Enforcement and Patients. California State 
Attorney General, Jerry Brown, recognizes not-for-profit businesses as legally allowed to distribute 
medical marijuana in California to qualified patients. Lynch or his medical marijuana dispensary, 
Central Coast Compassionate Caregivers, has not been charged with violating state law.  
 
All complaints against elected officials get forwarded to State Attorney General, Jerry Brown, have 
to be investigated and stay on record for five years.  
 
On February 2, 2009, Aichele submitted a 7-page revised complaint. The revised complaint question 
the legitimacy of the police work which initiated the investigation into Lynch, his employees, 
patients, and CCCC. Apparently, the San Luis Obispo County Sheriff’s department began 
investigating Lynch and his dispensary around the time CCCC opened despite no known complaint 
against Lynch or his dispensary.  
 
Both Morro Bay Mayor, Janice Peters, and City Attorney, Rob Schultz, testified they never received 
any complaints about Lynch or CCCC, they worked closely with Lynch before and after he opened 
his dispensary, they toured CCCC with Lynch, observed the procedures of the dispensary and 
believed Lynch to be a law-abiding citizen.  
 
In her revised complaint, Aichele accuses Sheriff’s Deputy Nick A. Fontecchio of violating state and 
federal law by returning marijuana to an unnamed paid-criminal undercover informant. Apparently, 
Fontecchio found two marijuana joints on informant during a routine search of his persons before an 
undercover operation. After the completion of the undercover activities, Fontecchio allegedly gave 
the informant the marijuana back.  
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Additionally the revised complaint accuses Deputy John Blank of going undercover as Jesse 
Baldridge and smoking marijuana with a Los Angeles doctor when he obtain a recommendation to 
use cannabis for medical purposes.  
 
Also the revised complaint questions the legality of Sheriff’s Deputies going on private property and 
obtaining evidence from a garbage can without warrant, probable cause or permission. As well as the 
legality of the Sheriff’s department doing the forensic work for the Drug Enforcement 
Administration on California taxpayer’s money. 
 
Furthermore, the complaint inquires into the Sheriff’s Department violating the privacy of patients by 
allowing patient records to be made into public record during Lynch’s federal case. Lynch’s former 
patient, Elaine McKellip has sued Hedges for violating her privacy. 
 
Aichele’s revised complaint includes a list of questionable activities that seems to indicate that 
Sheriff Hedges has a pattern of misconduct. The complaint lists Hedges supposed domestic discord 
with his current wife and his two ex-wives.  
 
In addition, the revised complaint lists several dubious incidents with marijuana and qualified 
patients in San Luis Obispo County.  SLO County Sheriff’s Department arrested and held Richard 
Steenken in jail for 21 days for marijuana violations although he was within his California medical 
marijuana rights. Furthermore, Hedges refused to return D. Craig Steffen’s medical marijuana even 
though it was wrongfully seized by SLO Sheriff’s Department until a court ordered Hedges to return 
the medicine to the patient.  
 
The SLO County Sheriff’s Department has also been investigated for the death of Jay Anthony 
Vestal after being restrained by deputies while being arrested for marijuana charges. The revised 
complaint also mentions Hedges involvement in the mishandling of the police work surrounding 
Andrea Lynn Hug’s death. 
 
Lynch’s case gained national attention after Reason foundation’s the Drew Carey’s Project created a 
Reason.tv episode featuring Lynch and Owen Beck, a former seventeen year old student athlete, who 
had his leg amputated to keep his bone cancer from spreading.  Beck’s parents accompanied him on 
all his visits to Lynch’s medical cannabis dispensary as the business license requirements stated for 
minors.  
 
Al Roker interviewed Lynch for a MSNBC show called “An Hour on Marijuana” scheduled to air in 

the coming weeks.  In addition, John Stossel from ABC’s 20/20 interviewed Lynch and his Federal 

Public Defenders for an episode called “Bullsh*t in America” scheduled to air Feb 9t h or 16th or 20t h 

at 10pm eastern standard time.  

Lynch is scheduled to be sentenced Monday February 23, 2009 at 8:30 a.m. Friends of Charles C. 

Lynch will demonstrate against the injustice of federal laws in California medical marijuana cases 

and Sheriff Hedges involvement in this case at noon on the Main Street side of the Federal 

Courthouse at 312 N. Spring Street Downtown Los Angeles. 

### 
 
If you would like more information about this case, or to schedule an interview with Charles C. 
Lynch or others, please call Reuven Cohen at (805) 801-0380. 



Contact: Reuven Cohen                                                                                                 

Cel: (805) 801-0380 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

 

Undersheriff Refuses to Investigate Citizen Complaint against Sheriff 
Citizen Files Grand Jury Complaint 

February 08, 2009 – San Luis Obispo, CA.  In a letter dated February 3, 2009, Undersheriff Steve Bolts snubs 

California State law penal code 832.5 by neglecting to investigate Cheryl Aichele’s citizen complaint about 

Charles C. Lynch’s medical marijuana case against San Luis Obispo (SLO) County Sheriff Pat Hedges and other 

department employees.    

By law, the sheriff’s department has to investigate each complaint and keep these complaints on file for five 

years. In addition, the law requires all complaints against Sheriff Hedges be forwarded to California State 

Attorney General’s office because Hedges is an elected official. 

Undersheriff Bolts maintains that the department has not broken any laws in this situation.   
 

“It is the department’s position that there are no violations of state or federal law 
committed by [SLO County Sheriff’s Department] employees in the course of the Lynch 
investigation” writes Undersheriff Bolts. 

 
This lack of cooperation does not deter Aichele from following through with the complaint.  
 

“I will not rest until this is investigated”, replies Aichele in a letter dated February 5, 2009 
 
After contacting the California State Attorney General’s office, Aichele forwarded her complaint to the San 
Luis Obispo County District Attorney’s office and filed a Grand Jury complaint which included all 
correspondence with the sheriff’s department.  
 
Aichele’s complaint questions the legality of the Sheriff’s initiation to investigate Lynch since no complaint 

against Lynch or his dispensary, Central Coast Compassionate Caregivers (CCCC) has ever been made public.  

It also accuses specific deputies of specific violations. 

Aichele accuses Deputy John Blank of smoking marijuana with a Los Angeles doctor while providing false 

information to obtain a medical cannabis physician’s recommendation.   

In addition, the complaint alleges that Deputy Nick A. Fontecchio of returning marijuana to a paid-criminal 

undercover informant after an undercover operation. Aichele also contends the informant may be a family 

relative to Fontecchio. 

The citizen complaint also claims that unnamed deputies went dumpster diving on private property to 

illegally obtain evidence without probable cause, permission or a warrant.  
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Aichele’s complaint asserts that the SLO County Sheriff’s Department used California tax payer money to do 

the forensic work in the Lynch case for the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA). The complaint states the 

DEA was backed up with investigative work and would not have been able to get to Lynch’s case for years. 

Aichele also argues that the sheriff’s department violated patients’ privacy rights by doing this forensic work 

for the DEA. San Luis Obispo County resident Elaine McKellips has sued Hedges for these violations. 

The only state violation alleged by the sheriff’s department involves Abe Baxter a former security guard at 

Lynch’s dispensary. Baxter has made a legal declaration to Lynch’s judge that Lynch had nothing to do with 

any actions Baxter may have committed away from CCCC. 

The citizen complaint concludes with a list of transgressions by Sheriff Hedges which shows a pattern of 

misconduct including domestic disturbances with all three of Hedges’ current and previous wives, violating 

medical marijuana patient rights in other cases, wrongful deaths of marijuana defendants, and mishandling a 

murder case.    

Concerned citizens interested in an investigation should file their own complaints via the sheriff’s website: 

www.slosheriff.org.  

Friends of Charles C. Lynch will demonstrate against the SLO County Sheriff’s involvement in this case and the 

injustice of federal medical marijuana laws in California cases at noon on Monday February 23, 2009 on the 

Main Street side of the Federal Courthouse at 312 N. Spring Street, Los Angeles.  

Lynch’s case gained national attention after Reason foundation’s the Drew Carey’s Project created a 
Reason.tv episode featuring Lynch and Owen Beck, a former seventeen year old student athlete who had his 
leg amputated to keep his bone cancer from spreading.  
 
Al Roker interviewed Lynch for a MSNBC show called “An Hour on Marijuana” scheduled to air in the coming 

weeks.  In addition, John Stossel from ABC’s 20/20 for an episode called “Bullsh*t in America” interviewed 

Lynch and his Federal Public defenders which is scheduled to air Feb 16th or 20th at 10pm eastern standard 

time. 

### 
 
If you would like more information about this case, or to schedule an interview with Charles C. Lynch or 
others, please call Reuven Cohen at (805) 801-0380. 
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Morro Bay pot dispensary owner found guilty of federal charges 
Charles Lynch, whose trial involving conflicting marijuana laws, was found guilty of five counts of 

distributing drugs. 
 
By Scott Glover 
August 8, 2008 

The owner of a Morro Bay marijuana dispensary was found guilty today in federal court of five counts of 
distributing drugs. 

Charles Lynch, the owner of the dispensary, faces a minimum of five years in prison. 

His closely watched trial involved conflicting marijuana laws and went to a federal court jury Monday. Jurors were 
asked to determine if Lynch was guilty of violating federal drug laws. 

During a week-and-a-half-long trial in U.S. District Court in Los Angeles, federal prosecutors sought to depict 
Lynch as a common drug dealer who sold pot to teenagers and carried a backpack stuffed with cash. 

Lynch was charged with distributing marijuana, conspiring to distribute marijuana and providing marijuana to 
people under the age of 21. 

Lynch’s defense attorneys sought to portray him as a responsible businessman who had the blessing of Morro Bay’s 
mayor and city attorney before opening his Central Coast Compassionate Caregivers. 

Moreover, they argued, he was told by an official with the Drug Enforcement Administration that enforcement on 
such facilities would be left up to local authorities, implying that Lynch would avoid federal prosecution if he 
obeyed the local laws. 

That became the basis for their defense, known as entrapment by estoppel, in which a defendant essentially argues 
that he broke the law based on bad advice from a government official. 

Prosecutors scoffed at the argument. They called to the witness stand a DEA agent who they said spoke with Lynch, 
and she said she never would have given him such advice. 

The cultivation, use and sale of doctor-prescribed marijuana is allowed in some instances under California law. But 
the drug is banned altogether under federal law, which supersedes those of the states. 

The U.S. Supreme Court has prohibited defendants from mounting a “medical necessity” defense, so Lynch’s 
attorneys did not elicit testimony from patients or their parents. 

During the trial in front of U.S. District Judge George Wu, prosecutors focused on Lynch’s marijuana sales, which 
they said generated about $2 million from the time he opened his doors in spring 2006 until he was raided by federal 
agents about 11 months later. 

They called undercover operatives who bought drugs from the facility and sheriff’s deputies and DEA agents who 
participated in the raid. 

scott.glover@latimes.com 
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Pot power play 
Should state or federal law prevail on medical marijuana? 

 
By Kenji Yoshino  
August 17, 2008  
 
Just because a majority of Californians voted to make marijuana available for medical purposes does not 
mean it is legal. Charles Lynch, the owner of a Morro Bay medical marijuana dispensary, learned this 
lesson the hard way on Aug. 5 when he was convicted of violating the federal Controlled Substances Act. 
His lawyers defended him in part by saying his business had the blessing of elected officials in the city of 
Morro Bay, in San Luis Obispo County. But the jury convicted him under federal drug laws; in October, 
he will be sentenced to a period of five to 85 years in prison, though he has vowed to appeal.  
 
Federal and state laws with respect to medical marijuana have been in tension for years. Under the federal 
Controlled Substances Act of 1970, the distribution or possession of marijuana is a crime, with no 
exceptions for medical use. Under California's Compassionate Use Act of 1996, however, individuals 
who meet certain criteria may distribute or use marijuana for medical purposes without running afoul of 
state law. In 2003, the Legislature further bolstered the medical marijuana movement with a law requiring 
counties to provide patients with an identification card that protects them from state prosecution. 
 
This places dispensers of medical marijuana, such as Lynch, in an untenable position. From the 
perspective of the federal government, they are no different from common drug dealers, susceptible to 
Drug Enforcement Administration busts and substantial prison sentences. From the perspective of the 
state government, they are running legitimate businesses that pay taxes and otherwise comply with 
California law. 

The courts have yet to resolve this controversy. Under the supremacy clause of the U.S. Constitution, 

federal law supersedes state law when the two conflict. But it is not as obvious as it might seem that they 

do. Language in the federal Controlled Substances Act specifies that it only preempts state laws that 

create a "positive conflict" with it. A court could find that because California law does not expressly 

prevent the federal government from enforcing its own drug law, the two sets of laws are consistent. 

 

Indeed, on July 31, the state's 4th District Court of Appeal took a step in that direction. It held that the 

Controlled Substances Act does not preempt California's requirement that counties give medical 

marijuana users identification cards. The court expressly declined to go any further, but proponents of 

medical marijuana rightly viewed the ruling to be a significant win. If the decision withstands appeals, it 

will ensure that federal law will not completely wash out the state program. 

 

But it seems unlikely that courtrooms are where this legal dissonance will be resolved. This is especially 

true since 2005, when the U.S. Supreme Court heard a federal constitutional challenge to the Controlled 

Substances Act. In that case, Californians sought to protect the use of medical marijuana by stating that it 

is a purely intrastate matter, and thus beyond Congress' reach. The high court rejected that argument, 

ruling that, as a whole, the drug law was a proper exercise of Congress' power to regulate interstate 

commerce. 
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After that decision, the legislative and executive branches of government are best equipped to make 
federal and state law consistent. The remaining question is which side -- federal or state -- should give 
way in this standoff. 
 
In this instance, the federal government should cede. Under our federal system, the states are supposed to 
serve as laboratories of experimentation (to paraphrase Supreme Court Justice Louis Brandeis) that permit 
a variety of policy approaches that suit local mores. Moreover, the areas implicated by medical marijuana 
-- crime and health -- have traditionally been areas of state sovereignty. This perhaps explains why -- 
flying in the face of the Controlled Substances Act -- 13 states have passed some form of medical 
marijuana law. 
 
Under the Controlled Substances Act, marijuana is grouped with heroin and mescaline in the set of drugs 
subject to the most stringent regulation. Congress or the U.S. attorney general has the power to reclassify 
marijuana so it can be dispensed by a physician. Alternatively, the U.S. Department of Justice could use 
its discretion and stop prosecuting medical dispensation and use in states that have legalized it. 
California's Legislature has supported both alternatives, and Barack Obama, the presumptive Democratic 
presidential nominee, has expressed support for the latter. John McCain was equivocal early in the 
Republican primaries, but the candidate has since said he would not end the federal raids on medical 
marijuana dispensaries. 
 
State medical marijuana laws should not be seen as an attempt to flout the authority of the federal 
government. These laws are a proper exercise of a state prerogative to which the federal government 
should defer. 
 
Kenji Yoshino is a professor of constitutional law at New York University School of Law. 
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Dueling pot laws tested in federal court 
San Luis Obispo County businessman is fighting prosecutors’ contention that he is 

a drug trafficker 

By Scott Glover 
July 26, 2008 in print edition B-1  

A highly anticipated trial involving conflicting marijuana laws got underway Friday in Los Angeles 
federal court with a prosecutor painting the owner of a Morro Bay medicinal marijuana store as a brazen 
drug trafficker who sold dope to teenagers and toted around a backpack stuffed with cash. 

Defense attorneys struggled to provide context for their client’s alleged crimes after being barred by the 
judge from mentioning the phrase “medical marijuana.” 

At the center of the case is Charlie Lynch, a 46-year-old businessman from San Luis Obispo County, who 
opened a facility called Central Coast Compassionate Caregivers in the spring of 2006. 

Prosecutors contend that Lynch violated federal law by selling $2.1 million worth of marijuana in less 
than a year, some of it to people “not yet old enough to legally drink.” 

Lynch’s defense attorneys would like to present evidence that their client was dispensing doctor-
prescribed medical marijuana to sick people in accordance with state law and with the blessing of elected 
officials in Morro Bay. However, the U.S. Supreme Court has concluded that federal drug laws trump 
those of the state and that the reasons why the drug is distributed are irrelevant. 

But one of Lynch’s lawyers hinted during opening statements that Lynch had sought – and presumably 
received – approval from an official with the federal Drug Enforcement Administration before he set up 
shop. If they are able to convince U.S. District Judge George Wu that there is a sufficient basis for 
mounting such a quasi-entrapment defense, they may be allowed to present evidence that Lynch believed 
he was operating within the law, which legal experts said would likely make him more sympathetic to 
jurors.  

“It could have an enormous effect,” said Rebecca Lonergan, a USC law professor and former federal 
prosecutor in Los Angeles. “Any time you have a hot political or public policy issue like this, there is the 
risk that members of the jury will decide based on their politics, not the evidence in the case.”  

Though they were not explicitly told that the case involved medical marijuana, potential jurors revealed 
strong opinions on the topic and confusion about the law during the jury selection process. One man, an 
engineer, said he had trouble reconciling how it could be legal to sell marijuana under state law and 
prohibited by federal law. 

“It just doesn’t make sense to me,” he said. The man was excused from the panel. 

Other potential jurors were dismissed after revealing strong feelings on the issue. 
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Dueling pot laws tested in federal court (cont) 
 

“I don’t think I’d be a fair juror because I tend to side with the state law,” said a young woman from 
Torrance who told lawyers she had one friend with chronic back pain and another with stomach cancer who 
had used the drug medicinally. 

“If a person is going to have a better quality of life, I’d prefer to give them that,” she said. 

Another potential juror said she was so troubled by the fact that someone would break any law – state or 
federal – that she had already concluded the defendant was guilty. 

Opening statements began Friday morning with Assistant U.S. Atty. David P. Kowal telling jurors that 
Lynch had sold drugs to more than 2,000 people, 250 of them under the age of 21, which carries a special 
sentencing enhancement under federal law. Many of the young customers “came back time and again,” 
Kowal said.  

He told jurors that records seized from Lynch’s store and home revealed that he distributed more than 100 
kilos of marijuana worth about $2.1 million during the approximately 11 months he was in business. When 
police and federal agents raided Lynch’s home in March 2007, they found a backpack containing $27,000, 
possible proceeds from recent sales at the store. 

“It involved money. Lots of money,” Kowal told jurors, “and he was at the center of everything.” 

If convicted, Lynch faces a minimum of five years in federal prison. 

As the prosecutor spoke, Lynch, who looks as much like a bank manager as drug dealer, sat between his two 
federal public defenders, Reuven Cohen and John Littrell. 

Cohen told jurors that they “will hear directly from Charlie Lynch” when he takes the witness stand in his 
own defense. He also told jurors that there would be testimony from Lynch’s patients, parents who took sick 
kids to his dispensary and elected officials from Morro Bay. 

How much of that testimony jurors will actually get to hear remains to be seen. The judge must still decide 
whether the entrapment defense is viable and opens the door to such testimony, a decision likely to be 
reached over the next several days. 

If jurors were to hear Lynch’s story, it would go something like this, according court files and interviews: 

Far from the cynical entrepreneur portrayed by prosecutors, Lynch is a compassionate and responsible man 
who wanted to help sick people and make a reasonable profit. He obtained a business license before opening 
his doors and was welcomed by city leaders in Morro Bay, some of whom mugged for photos with him at a 
Chamber of Commerce ribbon cutting. The facility was in the heart of the downtown shopping district. 

Among Lynch’s patients was Owen Beck, a 17-year-old high school football and soccer player who 
developed bone cancer and had to have his leg amputated, Lynch’s lawyers said. The teen’s parents took 
him to Lynch’s facility after traditional medicine took away his appetite and did little to ease his pain.  The 
pot lessened Owen’s pain but not his appetite, he said in an interview on actor Drew Carey’s website, 
www.reason.tv. Steve Beck, Owen’s father, said Lynch often gave his son marijuana at no charge because 
he was “a compassionate kind of guy.” 

scott.glover@latimes.com 
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Charles C. Lynch Press Kit Phone records

Phone records of Charles C. Lynch from Sept 25 - Oct 24, 2005 indicate that he called the 
DEA (4 numbers, boxed). He testified that the female Agent who answered the phone, put a male 
DEA agent on the phone. Charlie asked "What if I want to open my own medical marijuana 
dispensary in California". The DEA answered, "It's up to the cities and counties to decide how to 
handle that [medical marijuana dispensary] matter." Charlie relied on that advice and then calls 
the City of Morro Bay Building, Planning & Engineering department. Special Agent Diane 
Reuters, the DEA who has had 213-621-6789 testified that she did not remember any phone call 
from that day. And she does not specifically remember ever speaking to Charlie. She also testified 
that she would not have given the "city & county" advice. When I called Diane and I asked for 
her name, she did not readily give me her name.
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