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Citizen Complaint against Sheriff Patrick Hedges

I, Cheryl Aichele, would like to file an official complaint against Sheriff Patrick Hedges for his conduct in the Charles C. Lynch case.  I believe Hedges broke California law, wasted California Tax Payer’s money, acted unprofessional throughout the whole ordeal and his actions have caused Lynch financial and emotional despair. 
I hope my complaint is taken seriously and a thorough-independent investigation into Hedges’ conduct occurs.  
I’m confused about how to get an official investigation initiated and have received no guidance from local officials.  I’m using the attached Sheriff Citizen Complaint report complaint form.

I will be forwarding a copy to the following offices: California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, State Attorney General Jerry Brown, SLO District Attorney Gerald Shea, US House of Representative Jane Harman, US House of Representative Lois Capp, US Senator Diane Feinstein, US Senator Barbara Boxer, San Luis Obispo (SLO) County Supervisors, National and local news media and any other relevant parties.
On or about, March of 2006 Sheriff Hedges instructed his Narcotics Deputies to begin investigating Lynch, his patients, his employees and his medical marijuana dispensary, Central Coast Compassionate Caregivers (CCCC) in Morro Bay, CA. 
The investigation lasted for nearly one year with deputies taking photos, video footage, writing down license plate numbers, following employees, going undercover with a doctor’s recommendation to use medical marijuana and eventually raiding, arresting and testifying against Lynch.
On Sept 12, 2005, Lynch called the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) before opening his dispensary. The DEA agent told Lynch “It’s up to the city and county to decide how they will handle the [medical marijuana dispensary] matter.” So Lynch worked closely with city and county officials.

Lynch got a business license that specifically described the type of business as “Medical Marijuana Dispensary” [attached], he had a special permit to have a medical marijuana nursery [attached] and he had the Morro Bay Mayor, Janice Peters, and City Attorney, Rob Schultz, testify on his behalf during the trial of being a “law-abiding citizen”. 
There were NO citizen complaints filed against Lynch, his employees, patients or dispensary during the time it was open. 
The Sheriff’s department used paid criminal informants to go undercover to attempt to get evidence of Lynch’s wrong doing.  One paid criminal informant was even allowed to keep his personal stash of marijuana after Sheriff Deputy Nick A Fontecchio found 2 joints in his pocket before going undercover.  
Fontecchio reportedly gave the anonymous informant his marijuana back to him even though they were investigation marijuana violations. Doesn’t that warrant an investigation in itself?  

The only wrong-doing in Lynch’s case was related to the alleged actions of a Security Guard from CCCC.  Supposedly the Security Guard sold marijuana to an undercover sheriff deputy, Fontecchio, at least 12 miles away from CCCC in a parking lot of a Big 5 sporting goods store. Said security guard has declared to Federal Judge Wu that Lynch had nothing to do with any actions the guard did away from the dispensary. 
“Charles C. Lynch had no knowledge of, and in no way authorized, condoned or participated in any way in the cannabis transaction alleged against me [the security guard]…The conspiracy allegations against Mr. Lynch are false.”
Even the San Luis Obispo District Attorney, Gerald Shea, wrote a report that indicates there is NO proof the marijuana the security guard sold to an undercover deputy came from Lynch or his dispensary. He indicated he did not believe it came from CCCC. There was NO evidence presented during the federal trial that Lynch had anything to do with these actions.
There were NEVER any state charges brought against Lynch and Hedges turned over all “evidence” to the DEA. Then the DEA returned the evidence to Hedges to do the forensic/preliminary work on the evidence because the DEA was too busy to do it themselves. Sheriff’s deputies in this case did the bulk of the investigative work and actively partook in the raid and the arrest of Lynch.  Presumably all of which was paid for by Californian tax-payers’ funds. 
In addition, the sheriff’s deputies were the ones to take funds from Lynch’s bank accounts under a state search warrant. I’d like to challenge the validity of that warrant.  I believe misconduct from the Sheriff’s department took place to obtain that warrant making the forfeiture illegal. 

After the raid a CCCC employee saw Deputy Scott at a coffee shop and he pointed at the employee and began mocking her with laughter.  
During the trial, on or about July 24, 2008, I observed the San Luis Obispo (SLO) Narcotics deputies waiting in a witness room with the door open outside of Courtroom 10 in the Federal Court House in Los Angeles.  Lynch’s federal public defenders stopped and ask the deputies about driving from SLO County and not actually testifying on that particular day.  
One of the deputies said “We’re getting paid to be here whether we testify or not”.  To me that shows total disregard for the time, resources and money spent on this whole investigation.  I assume that attitude was shared by Hedges as well.  

Stacey Warde has requested the information from Sheriff Hedges’ investigation of Lynch be released to the public so we know exactly how much time, resources and money were spend on this seemly illegal investigation.  Warde was denied his freedom of information act request.  
Stacey Warde, a journalist seeking information on the board of supervisors’ role regarding oversight of the sheriff’s department. He was told that the board hasn’t any jurisdiction or regulatory powers over the sheriff; it’s only role is to vote on the department’s budget. 
Bodine Jones, Lynch’s mother, contacted the California Attorney General Jerry Brown’s office to also register a complaint but she was referred back to the county before his office would look into the matter. 

Charles Lynch ran into a girlfriend of a Sheriff’s deputy and she told him that when the Sheriff confiscates marijuana then they sell it to other dispensaries to make money. I would like this looked into.  

I’m unclear what the motive the Sheriff had in being so involved in this situation. I’m guessing it has less to do with community values or protecting SLO children and has more to do with money.  I’m guessing the new medical marijuana dispensary adversely hampered the Sheriff’s budgetary supplements. 
I would like to know if the sheriff’s department gets to keep a portion of the funds seized from Lynch.  

I also want to know how much funds SLO Sheriff received from the Federal government for drug/marijuana arrests from such programs as the Edward Byrne Memorial State and Local Law Enforcement Assistance.    
Please meticulous investigate this complaint against Sheriff Hedges and his department’s conduct during the Charles C. Lynch case. 

