Dear LA Downtown News,
 
Have you heard of Charles C. Lynch yet?  He is the former owner of the Morro Bay medical marijuana dispensary, Central Coast Compassionate Caregivers (CCCC), who was found guilty of 5 cannabis-only federal felonies.  Now Lynch faces up to 100 years in federal prison. Anytime behind bars would be tragedy of justice (as if everything else that has happened isn't). 

The federal government has spent hundreds of thousands of  (if not over a million) dollars to raid, arrest, and prosecute Lynch even though he followed all of his "Medical Marijuana Dispensary" business license requirements, city regulations, county restrictions and state laws.  None of that information was allowed in the federal courtroom.  Most of his story was banned from the trial.

This all came about because the San Luis Obispo Sheriff, Pat Hedges, investigated Lynch, his employees, patients, and his dispensary for nearly a year and he found nothing to obtain a state search warrant. So he called the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) to violently raid Lynch's home and dispensary dressed in masks, shields, bullet proof vest and automatic weapons and violently used paramilitary-style tactics.  

Lynch did everything he could to follow all related laws.  He called the DEA on Sept 12, 2005 and asked about opening his own medical marijuana dispensary. The DEA agent told him "It's up to the cities and counties to decide how to handle that [medical marijuana dispensary] matter.  Later that day Lynch called the city of Morro Bay where he eventually opened his medical marijuana dispensary.  

Lynch had relied on the DEA's advice and he read California's Compassionate Use Act (prop 215), California's Medical Marijuana Implications (SB 420) and the Tenth Amendment of the United States Constitution. 

He worked with city and county officials and joined the Morro Bay Chamber of Commerce. He even had the Morro Bay Mayor, Janice Peters, and the City Attorney, Rob Schultz, testify in federal court about Lynch's law-abiding nature.  

Lynch followed all city, county, and State laws regulating medical marijuana. The only wrong-doing presented in court was that of a CCCC security guard who allegedly sold marijuana to an undercover police officer in a Big 5 parking lot, at least 12 miles away from CCCC. 

This security guard has already told the judge that Lynch had nothing to do with anything the security guard may have done away from the dispensary.  Even with this new information, the Judge denied Lynch a new trial on January 5, 2008. Sentencing is scheduled for Monday, February 23, 2008 at 8:30 a.m. with a peaceful protest to follow. 

Lynch's family had to post $400,000 bail with their own property and money. If Lynch's bail amount seems excessive, that's because it is.  Especially in comparison to the $5,000 bail set for a San Luis Obispo sheriff's deputy who is accused of child pornography and who only faces up 10 year in prison. Yes, the same sheriff's department that investigated, raided, arrested, and eventually testified against Lynch.

Will you please cover this story on LA Downtown News. Lynch's story deserves to be told to America.  We can provide you with any additional information you need and can arrange for you to contact any of the players in this case for interviews.  Please let us know what you need to cover this story. 

Attached is a press release and cover letter. This is being sent to elected officials in request for their appearance at Lynch's protest on Monday February 23, 2009 at noon.  Elected officials include LA Mayor, LA City Council members, State Attorney General, California Governor and US Representatives on the Judiciary Committee or Reps who co-signed HR 5842, the Medical Marijuana Patient Protection Act.  Please consider doing a feature story on this case. We are more than willing to answer any questions or provide any needed material. 

Sincerely,

 Cheryl Aichele

