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Contact: Reuven Cohen                                                                                                
Cel: (805) 801-0380
For Immediate Release:
Judge Denies Medical Marijuana Motion for a New Trial Despite New Evidence

Lynch Sentenced Feb 23

Los Angeles – Monday January 12, 2009. Federal Judge George H. Wu denies former medical marijuana provider Charles C. Lynch’s request for a new trial even though new evidence has been submitted. A jury found Lynch guilty of five cannabis-only felonies on August 5, 2008 for violating federal drug laws even though Lynch’s dispensary, Central Coast Compassionate Caregivers (CCCC), provided medical marijuana legal within California law. 
The only violation of state law presented in federal court was that of a CCCC security guard, Abe Baxter, who allegedly sold marijuana to a paid-criminal informant with undercover San Luis Obispo (SLO) County sheriff’s deputy, Nick A. Fontecchio, present in a Big 5 parking lot, at least 12 miles away from CCCC. 

“Charles C. Lynch had no knowledge of, and in no way authorized, condoned or participated in any way in the cannabis transaction alleged against me…The conspiracy allegations against Mr. Lynch are false.” Baxter states in a declaration to Judge Wu. 
Even with this new assertion, the Judge denied Lynch a new trial on January 5, 2009. Judge Wu scheduled Lynch for sentencing on Monday February 23 at 8:30 am. Lynch faces up to 100 years in federal prison even though he followed all his “Medical Marijuana Dispensary” business license requirements, city regulations, county restrictions and state law. 

SLO County Sheriff, Pat Hedges, had his narcotics deputies investigate Lynch, his employees, his patients and his dispensary. For eleven months, Sheriff’s deputies staked out the location taking photos, video, writing down license plate numbers, following patients and employees, and even pulling over employees after leaving the location. 

Sheriff Deputies also used paid criminal informants to go undercover to attempt to get evidence of Lynch breaking the law.  One paid criminal informant was even allowed to keep his personal stash of marijuana after Sheriff Deputy Nicholas A. Fontecchio found 2 joints in his pocket before going undercover. 
On Sept 12, 2005, Lynch called four separate Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) phone numbers to inquire about opening a medical marijuana dispensary in California. The final DEA agent told Lynch “It’s up to the cities and county to decide how to handle the [medical marijuana dispensary] matter.” 
Lynch relied on that advice and began working with city and county officials in preparation of opening the only medical marijuana dispensary in SLO County.  Lynch gave dispensary tours to local representatives to demonstrate the safety procedures he had created to assure medical marijuana was not diverted while providing safe access to qualified patients. 
The Morro Bay Police had a good standing with the dispensary and often had friendly visits to the location. The Mayor, Janice Peters, had personally given her business card to all CCCC’s surrounding businesses and asked them to call if they ever had an issue with the dispensary.  She testified she never received one complaint.  
Both the Mayor and City Attorney, Rob Schultz, testified to Lynch’s law-abiding nature with Schultz also confirming he never received one complaint against Lynch, employees, patients or his location. 

Friends of Charles C. Lynch will demonstrate against the injustice of federal medical marijuana laws in California cases at noon on Monday February 23, 2009 on the Main Street side of the Federal Courthouse.

###

If you would like more information about this case, or to schedule an interview with Charles C. Lynch or others, please call Reuven Cohen at (805) 801-0380.

